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Abstract

Archaeologists have divided the prehistory
of Japan from about (300-11,000 BC) into
the Jomon culture, which is related to the
Mesolithic period and hunting, fishing,

and food gathering, the Yayoi culture (300
BC300- AD), and the Kofun period (700-300
AD). During the Kofun period, so called
because of its girdles and a continuation
of earlier traditions, a large number of large
tombs were found. On top of the Kofun tombs,

clay statues called Haniwa were placed. A

large number of these Haniwa were placed on
tombs for guarding and ritual functions, and
they had the shapes of women, men, animals
such as horses, birds, boars, monkeys, etc., and
even houses and boats. This article introduces
examples of Haniwa with a brief history of the
Kofun era. The research method is descriptive.
The information has been collected in the form
of a library of books and reputable websites.

Keywords:
Haniwa, pottery statue, Kofun period, Japanese
history, prehistory
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